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The Past, Present, and Future of Museum Learning Research: a Literature Review

WANG Ting ZHENG Xu-dong
(College of Information Technology in Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei, China 430079)

Abstract: In this article, the authors make a comprehensive literature review to outline research focus and development
trend of museum learning research from the perspective of past, present and future. They believe that there is a cultural
turn during the evolution of museum learning research’s research focus and method that the earlier descriptive research
from the perspective of demography is transformed into interpretative research from the perspective of anthropology.
The social cultural theory becomes the fundamental framework for current museum learning research. In this
framework, the primary domains of research include the learning system, learning environment, artifacts, support
technologies, support service and learning assessment in museum context. Based on the review on the recent progress of
museum learning research in China, the authors find that museum learning has become an interdisciplinary field of
common concern across education technology, psychology and pedagogy, scientific education and traditional
museology. For the sustainable development of museum learning in the future, the authors argue that more efforts need
to be made in the exploration of each primary domain of museum learning research.

Keywords: museum learning; cultural turn; artifact; museum educator
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